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2nd MINNESOTA BATTERY 
 

ñACTION FRONTò 
Circular No. 299 June 2022 

On This Date-160 Years Ago 

 

June, 1862 
 

    Frank Flint wrote home to tell of life in the Battery 
during June of 1862.  The George he speaks of is 
George Russell, also a private in the Battery and 
Jennieôs uncle. 
 

Camp Clear Creek, Miss.  
June 15, 1862   

 

Dear Jennie, 
  We have been on the march most of the time 
since we came here.  We are marching toward 
Hamburg again now.  We have been here two days 
and I donôt know when we will leave. 
 I am sitting on the ground in a little brush tent 
that George and I made.  Geo.is well and is fixing for 
a grand inspection which will be held tomorrow.  I am 
all ready but blacking my boots and fixing my sword 
a little.  We have to look as nice as possible on such 
occasions which comes rather hard on me as I am 
rather inclined to be a little dirty.  Supper is ready 
and I have to go or I wonôt get any. 
 I have been to supper and had what we call a 
pretty good one.  We had one biscuit and a cup of 
tea each.  We have had biscuit once before since we 
left Benton Barracks.  We have hard bread, smoked 
meat and coffee most of the time.  This is the wildest 
country I ever saw.  You donôt see a house once in a 
dogôs age and when you do see it, it it is nothing but 
a shanty.  I have read a good many stories about the 
beautiful sunny South but havenôt seen any of it but 
the sunny and there is so much of that that it spoiles 
the whole. 
 We are three miles from Corinth where the 
Rebels left, I donôt know where they are now.  We 
followed them for four days did not see one. 
 

Frank    
 
(The letter was typed as Frank wrote it, grammar, spelling 
and all.  Punctuation was the only thing added.) 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

June 18    A.A. Arnold House, Galesville, WI 
Arrive by 9am to set up, the event runs 10:00am to 
2:00pm.  Pack a bag lunch or purchase stew at the 
site.  Note: the house is having work done on it, so 
the only restrooms may the porta-potties.  We will 
bring the M1861 10 Pdr Parrott Rifle and Limber.  
Also needed is at least one more station in addition 
to the two ladies stations.. We need volunteers for 
this event. 
  
June 28   Concert in the Park Menomonie, WI 
The annual concert by the Ludington Guard Band in 
the Wilson Park band shell (Wilson Ave & 8th 
Street).  We will join Battery I 1st US Artillery for the 
1812 Overture.  We will need crew members for the 
M1841 12 Pdr. Mountain Howitzer and men to fill in 
on additional cannons of Battery I. 5:30pm arrival for 
setup, concert at 7:00pm. 
  
July 7 Field of Flags Mazeppa, MN 
We will fire a three round salute to begin the posting 
of over 500 flags dedicated in honor or memory of 
Veterans.  We will need gun crews for the M1861 10 
Pdr Parrott and M1841 12 Pdr Mountain Howitzer. 
Site is Cooperôs Park (240th Ave Way & HI 60). Set 
up at 5:30pm for a 7:00pm ceremony.  
  
July 9  Family Fun Day Red Wing, MN 
The program at the Goodhue County History Center 
(1166 Oak Street) is from noon ï 3:00pm. Volunteers 
are needed.  We have been asked to provide 3 or 4 
learning stations in addition to firing demonstrations 
on our M1861 10 Pdr Parrott Rifle.  
 

Next Meeting 
 

June 25, 2022  Elks Club, 306 W 4th 
Street, Red Wing,  
Contact Ken Cunningham with questions or agenda items.  
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Battery Profile 
 

Tristam Tidd 
 My Dear Madam, 
 Jack requests me to write for him as he don't feel quite well enough to day -- and give you some account-- 
of his health.  I gladly comply as I know how anxious my wife would be in like circumstances to hear from me.  
Jack has been under the weather for a little over a month but I think he will soon begin to mend.  He tried the 
hospital a while but the crowded did not agree with him so he came out to camp 
 The letter was written in January of 1863 for Tristam by Dr. Russell, a man who signed his name as 
surgeon of the Second Battery, though no surgeon was ever assigned to the Battery.  It was addressed to Ann 
Tidd, Tristam's wife.  From the letter, it appears that Tristam went by the nickname of Jack, though this letter is 
the only place the nickname is used.  A second letter to Ann about a week later was also written by a Battery 
comrade, Albert Gowdy.  The second letter, written in first person, said how happy Tristam was to receive several 
letters from Ann and to hear the news that their daughter was almost well, or at least "well enough to be out of 
danger."  It went on to tell Ann that Tristam was improving rapidly--he thought it was because of her letters and 
the good care his comrades had taken of him--and that he would soon be able to return to duty. 
 Tristam was being a little optimistic.  His health did improve, but not to the point where he could go back 
to his duties as a soldier.  Instead, he was recommended for a disability discharge on February 27, 1863.  It was 
approved on the 9th of March. 
 Tristam was 29 years old when he was mustered into the Second Minnesota Battery of Light Artillery on 
August 11, 1862, by the lieutenant of the Battery, Lt. Albert Woodbury.   Both Tristam and Woodbury lived in the 
town of Anoka, Minnesota, and probably knew each other since Anoka's population was less than 1,000 people 
in the early 1860's.   Tristam was a lumber man, born in Maine about 1833, had black eyes, dark hair, a fair 
complexion, 6' and 1/2" tall.  Tristam was married and they had one daughter.  Though he enlisted as a private, 
Tristam rose quickly through the ranks and when he was discharged, he was a sergeant. 
 According to testimony, Tristam was always in line of duty until he got sick when the Battery was near 
Bowling Green, Kentucky, in late October of 1862.  He caught "a severe cold and it settled all over him and he 
was very sick," said Battery member Fordice Averill.  "I know this from my own personal knowledge, for it was I 
who helped to carry him with a team to the Hospital at Nashville, Tenn." 
 Four months later, the discharge recommendation came and Tristam went home.  Ann described the 
change, saying that when he left for the army, he weight 210 pounds but when he returned "he was in very poor 
health weighing 132 pounds only."  She said he was unable to work for at least a year and even then, was not 
able to do physical labor.  Tristam got a job working in the lumber industry once again, but not doing the physical 
labor as he had done before.  Tristam was the overseer "directing the men in the camps" and continued that job 
for 31 years.  Ann said it was not easy as there were times his back and hip pained him so badly that he could 
not sleep and she was "compelled to get up nights and bathe his back and hip with liniment and heat cloths put 
on him before he could get to sleep."  She also described his left leg as becoming shorter than the right so as to 
cause him to be "very lame."   Ann had to help him dress at times as he was unable to do it himself.  She said 
she had wanted him to apply for a pension, but Tristam refused, saying as long as they could get along without it, 
he would not apply.  In 1895, they could no longer manage without help and Tristam applied for the pension.  He 
was awarded $17 a month after receiving several more depositions attesting to Tristam's health. 
 One of those depositions attesting to Tristam's health both before and after the war came from Tristam's 
tailor.  He knew Tristam well, saying the war ruined Tristam's good health.  He, too, mentioned one leg becoming 
shorter than the other.  It would be a fact a man hemming Tristam's trousers would certainly notice. 
 Captain Hotchkiss wrote out a deposition as well, saying "there was no more rugged man" in his 
command at the outset of their service.  Hotchkiss said, "He had all the elements of a good soldier and was an 
efficient noncommissioned officer with whom I parted with regret." 
 Ann and Tristam were living on Warren Avenue in Chicago when Tristam died on February 2, 1906.  The 
death certificate said the cause of death was heart failure and acute bronchitis.  His remains were brought back 
to Minneapolis and laid to rest in Lakewood Cemetery.  At the time of his death, they owned no property and their 
personal possessions were valued at less than $200.  Ann applied for a widow's pension and was asked to prove 
her case.  She provided a witness to the wedding, in fact, she and 
Tristam had been married in his home on November 2, 1856.  Thomas 
Tuttle and his wife were witnesses to the wedding held in their home in 
Anoka. 
 The Tidds had two children, Addie, born in 1858, and a son.  No 
records refer to the son except that he died on an unspecified date and 
was buried beside Tristam less than a month after Tristam died.  
Cemetery records indicate he may have died quite some time earlier and 
was moved to the family plot at Lakewood.  Ann joined them in 
Lakewood Cemetery in 1915. 



3 

 

 I had heard rumors quite a few years ago that there was a Civil War cannon stored in the city of Winona's 
Parks and Recreation maintenance shed.  I had occasionally thought about trying to determine if the story I heard 
was real, but the project was easily passed over for more pressing things.  In about 2017, I decided to do some 
real checking.  I made inquires about the cannon and was granted permission to see it.  It was buried under 
assorted stuff in the back of the storage building.  I was able to clear out some items in order to see it better.  I got 
some photos of the cannon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 I proceeded to do some research using the Winona State Newspaper Database and was able to find 
some information on the cannon and its history.  I took my research to Andy Bloedorn, Curator with Winona 
County Historical Society.  He was very interested in the artifact and its story.  The Winona County Historical 
Society was able to get the gun on loan from the City of Winona and now it has been cleaned up and is on display 
at the History Center. 

The Search for Winonaôs Cannon 
By Brian Tomashek 
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     Lauritz Olson served with the 
Second Minnesota Battery, 
enlisting from and returning to 
Winona County.  He lost his 
hands while firing this gun at a 
ceremony celebrating the election 
of Benjamin Harrison as 
president in 1888. 

 William Hale also served in 
the Second Minnesota Battery and 
was also a resident of Winona 
County both before and after the 
War.  He was also on the gun when 
it exploded and helped take Olson 
to the doctor.  It was only after see-
ing to his friend that William noticed 
a large part of the thumb he had 
over the vent when the gun went 
off was missing! 


