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The Search GSorcCaWhnmomon a

By Brian Tomashek

I had heard rumors quite a few years ago that thgr
Parks and Recreation maintenance shed. I had occasio
was real, but the project was easily passed over fog
real checking. I made inquires about the cannon an
assorted stuff in the back of the storage building.
some photos of th ca

proceeded

S
I

some informati eh fg
County Histori Sty
Soci ety was ab

at the History

The WCHS will soon have a Civil War era cannon on dis-

play in our lobby. What remains of the cannon is currently co I I ectio n co rn er

being kept in a City of Winona maintenance shed, but will

shorily-be-housed atthe History Center for the foresee- ‘:‘f‘: s @)’/4»/9 By Andy Bl()edorn
able future as part of a long-term loan from the city. We ‘ = g
would like to thank the City of Winona for this loan and prematurely exploded. The blast unfortunately resulted in
we would also like to thank Brian Tomashek for bringing the loss of both hands for Civil War veteran Lauritz Ol-
s T e——— son. The second accident (and the reason it is now only a
partial cannon) happened during a Fourth of July celebra-
According to local newspaper accounts, the 3.5 inch tion when it was loaded too heavily and exploded, leaving
Blakely mortar had at one time been owned by Winona only the knob, breech, and a portion of the barrel. Come
resident John Nicklin who served with the First Minnesota check it out at the History _Cemer! b

during the Civil War. This was a Confederate cannon, and
it had been employed in battle at both Shiloh and Vicks-
burg. On August 31, 1864 it was captured by the First
Minnesota battery in Atlanta. It was later included in the
Grand Review of troops in Woashington, D.C. on May 24th,
1865, and then given to the First Minnesota by Minne-
sota Governor William Marshall. After making its way to
Minnesota, the cannon was a treasured possession for Mr.
Nicklin throughout his life and was eventually gifted to the
Old Settlers Association by the son of Mr. Nicklin's second
wife. Not wanting to let a good cannon go to waste, the
city elders decided it would be a good thing to shoot off
in times of celebration. This resulted in not one but two
serious accidents involving the cannon. The first accident
happened after the cannon was used in the celebration of
Benjamin Harrison’s presidential victory in 1888. Having
fired two charges already, a third was too quickly loaded
and in the course of ramming it to the breech, the cannon
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T T pmitE oFonBSETIIERS— Egbert Chapman made & caim on Sweats PR ST BS pramie and bwli g
(Omt,[ggf momms. WR-f cabin, in which he lived with his family through the winter. He is

| The réemidentlr of Mre. Anoa. Niskiin, & tp Yot resident of the county, living in Minnesota City. His son,

- wife of Jolm in, "3, ot the Tesidencs ; Cha; is now living in Dakota Territory.
:,&mamghmm%?’mwalmmms & *ger Chapman, s now living in Dakota Terriory

_ A53
e 5 . Harvey Stradling also selected a location on Swest’s pﬁn’e near
2 nothar settlars: ~ . g -
: &m& barn 3n m&umﬁf’; yChapman’s. He was then a young man. In J, une, 1853, he mar-
10th of Ooctobor, 1630. In the Autown of vied Anna

: man, 2 daughter of Egbert Chapman. The Rev.
Wmia.mSweetoﬂi(ﬁamdatﬂﬁslpaniage ceremony. This was the

1853 ghe éame 1o Winona with her patimts, -
and was ameng the early getflars, her fathsr

» o e G aE first wedding among the colonists. -3
ﬁmmm mémf,g ' Mr. Seradling afierward located in the valler above Minnesoin .
ing uphis residence in Minnesota City, and Gity. He died there many years ago. _ His widow (now AMrsy i
shortlyafteron thoprairie near¥tica. In Ricklin)is living in Dakota Territory.{ Jo-fo fr..) ——
the Spring of 1853 deceased was united in - — = =
marzinge by the Rev. Wm. Sweetto Henry 4z John Nicklin, with his fimily, settled on his lot selected by

- Biellling, an Bolishman, also & membor Zumber in New York. Tiis loeation was on the table above where

 oF ko awocialion. ‘This was fhe mecond . i dy stood. He built a log house, lived here two
: marriggs in Souhern Minnespts. Hanry Troust’s mill recently 0 .

smdhgdiﬂm&ezﬁhofuaymm orthmeyearamdmadeadan?.offoxtymamong_ e village
. ing an only ckild, a daugher, now the wife lots. Healsohadafamelaﬁnmﬂxeva]leyahonttwonﬁlaab?we
e n ¥ Walling of Wincma, In B . § the village. To hold them both he preempted the farm. dlaim,
by tha ey, B e it terage. §) -and his son pre-empied a part of the village property. Hek"ed";
 church Winouis, to Jobm Micklin, dk-;aleoan @\Esfatmforannmberot‘ym, when he sold out and moved back to:
 aatly sottler, and THEEE 168 Sninidty of - New York, where he died a few years ago. . Noneofh:sfhﬁl;are%
Rev. Mo Bonlow of the Bupist iy now living in this comiy. A son resides in Dakota Territory £ ()

e o HISTO ON B bt e v pesmmmer:
ergity, Dakots, 1 vesile, and in November | oo Prematire discharge o

2 ; . ?ane&rnerﬂateﬂwihehteh‘iv
.OF ¥853 she xelumed to Winowa greai- PRESENTED Tgiﬂtzﬁmnorﬁ!adtytomm
Iy broken down in health, when, after much ‘mwz,.n : his hands when the cannon was be.
 euiforing she died, and was iaken to Minne- l/ l‘D SETTLERS ing naegato celebrate the glection of
sota Gity for brurisl, from the Baphist churet A% NIH . Beuimmin Barsism w Go presidency |
ofthmbpiace. . . e Winony County OId oy I the fal of 2888 Mr. (lSon was |
o patn has come wta possession g o€ BT of 888 load it with pow-
of the historic old cannon formerly: o0 Stor & fresh charge before £ had-
swar veteran and o Wember of the od e chnmen was captured by the
te Firse Minnesota battery It was treas. _, st Miunesats
ured by him dnr!ng_h’nbhte:;‘sme an: ¥RS B IieTihe) :
=nftor-his death was kept by b serond | S ay Confederate
iwife, whe alss rotently died Follow-: ; erwards peared ,
inp haﬁﬂeath it m-tnrnea_..o?her htoﬁ; troops. and att ey in,:
jihe Old Seitlers’ association by heri 1885 It was later given to |
oy el Wolpurs It ia propesed | £ 13 A, 258 Ttome later grven to
Ao somotint i Tl Bouepnted | iy o iR OV b By
e A the BI04y the United States Eovernmant, It

eb* 22, 1935, was nsed by the Confederates at
élc«?zm» Fulellin ot e e Of tho cxnnon 15 naw Oct ' and 4, 1958 En?% ;%%{i,‘% %
s T i, ) fleavay for & Fowsth of July dscharge Ne¥ 18 and July 1, 1565, The can
¢ in Winona, with the resuit that with iz 1462, ynder the Blakely patent 3o
1149,115’8'5&. - the excaption of the Bumtt it ¥12 1 43 by the Faweett Presion Co,
/)n) » N4> - - A e

— =

s

Walpez:s[ Courad G. 1881-1921 ga"}w’l)&ﬁld)

7

Sckoigt/ Joim Marz 13, 1829-Aug 29, 1877//Schmidt/ Heinr{ch Fep 15,
1858-Nov 14, 1858/ son of John & Johanna Schmidt .=-

. . . . '-Cfs’—(
Nicklin/ John Musn Mim L.a. (mirdceiars Seght 4
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Lauritz OI son
Second Minnesot
enlisting from
Wi nona County.
hands while fir
ceremony celebr
of Benjamin Har
president in 18

Update on Cannon History

In the July /August 2018 issue of The
Argus we published some information
about a cannon (a Blakely rifle) that was
rediscovered and is now on long-term
loan at the History Center from the city of
Winona. New information has been sent
to us concerning the cannon’s history and
is subject of the following two letters.

Clyman, Dodge Co. Wis
April 12th 1865

Governor Stephen H. Miller
St. Paul

Sir,

| am a Sergeant of the First Minnesota Battery,
now at home on veteran furlough and write to
tell you that | brought to Baltimore Md. a piece
of artillery which was given into the charge of
Sergt. Gordon and myself to take home and

present to you as a gift from Capt. Clayton of
our Battery to the State of Minnesota.
We got the trophy as far as Baltimore without

much trouble, but could get it no further without

paying for its transportation ourselves, which
could hardly be expected of us in view of the
fact that our pay is now 8 months in arrears.
We therefore left the Gun in charge of G. F.
Wiallace, Adam’s Express Co., Baltimore, and
by writing or telegraphing to him the Gun may
be forwarded to St. Paul.

I will tell you how our Capt came info posses-
sion of it. When our Army Corps — 17th —
captured Cheraw S.C. on the 3d Inst. we found,
among other immense quantities of Ordnance
Stores, a park of 27 pieces of Artillery which
the Enemy had been unable to get off.

As we had nosﬁecns of, frcns%zrfaﬁon(!f]or these

SG@)sr fhyir ge ucﬁoW J/cstor red ton cr/?of

a the e?ceLf L&ty rendered useless and
a A infh 1€ Ak TORE bf Me@ s 10
it @iece | 160 8 Bitimoht. IC&pt. Clayton

i dbi@ned ;ﬁerhis.tiorSfromgAd:J. Qenl. ot to @

Winona Minnesota
April 13, 1865

To His Excellency
Gov. Stephen Miller

My dear Sir,

The 17th Army Corps at Cheraw S.C. cap-
tured from the Confederates a Rifled Cannon
10 pounder Blakely'’s patent 3 /2 inch caliber,
Genl. Blair the Corps Commander presented to
our Battery for their gallant conduct there and
elsewhere. The battery unanimously voted to
present it to Our State, and with this a num-
ber of them coming home from Goldsbhoro on
furlough tried to bring the gun home with them.
They brought it as far as Baltimore and had to
leave it because their funds gave out and they
were compelled to leave it. They feel very bad
about it and asked me to write you. They are
anxious to have it brought and to be presented
fo the state. They spent part of their own funds
trying to get it here and if there is any way

a fring inclgng friomiCharaw, @ drder Botiti O nthat it could be sent for it would gratify them

r gkt ley pyesenigddo the State of Minnesota

8 @ @ frophy of Sherman’s Carolina Campaign,
and in pursuange of this design we hauled the
piece to Fayetteville, from there to Bentonville,
and thence to Goldsboro.
When Sergt. Gordon and | got our furloughs,
the Capt. sent the Gun in our charges to be
taken or sent to you at St. Paul, and after hav-
ing been delayed by it four days at different
points we had to leave it, finally, in Baltimore,
as | have told you.
I hope you will take immediate action in the
matter and order this Gun forwarded, as it
would be quite an interesting trophy. It is a
Blakely, of three & a half inch caliber, and
made in Liverpool in 1862 — a very interesting
specimen of British Neutrality, | assure you. You
will have no difficulty in securing it by sending
an order for its transportation to the address |

have given you. Please answer this & tell me of

your intentions in regard to it. You may expect
a letter from him soon as he told me he would
write.

| remain, with respect

Your obt. Servt.

Thos. D. Christie

Sergt, 1st Minn. Battery

JArgus TenfEeb

2019

very much. Would it be proper to quietly raise
a subscription to help the boys get it home?
Yours truly,

Thos Simpson
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