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2nd MINNESOTA BATTERY 
 

ñACTION FRONTò 
Circular No. 325 January 2025 

On This Date-160 Years Ago 

Remarks for the Month of January, 1865 
(Numbers indicate the day of the month) 

1 Corpl John S. White promoted to Sergeant.  
vice Burnham reduced.  Promotions to date from Jan 
1st, 1865.  Sergt Ferdinand Burnham reduced from 
Serg't to Private at his own request to date from 1" 
1865  Capt Wm Aug. Hotchkiss relieved from duty as 
acting Chief Artillery Dept - Etowa  having reported to 
the Battery to assume Command 
4 David Twiggs returned form Hospt. 
7 Private Hugh J. Latta detailed as teamster, in 
Q.M.D.J.O. No. 5 Maj Church.  Private Edward T. 
Tillotson detailed for duty at Pm Marshalls. S. O. M6" 
by Order of Brig Gen Meagher. 
9 John D. Miles returned from Hosp't 
12 Private Ferdinand Burnham detailed to work 
in Ord. Dept.. S. O. #7 Maj Genl Thomas 
13 Corp. Wm. S. Wardwell hereby reduced to 
date from Jan 4"/65  Corp. Bloomfield reduced, to 
date from 1st Jan 1865  Private John B. Talcott 
promoted to Corp. to date from Jan. 1/65.  Private: 
Nelson H. Fulton promoted to Corp. to date from Jan 
14/65.  David Jarvis Reported from dtch service on 
Gunboat Silver Lake 
16 Lieut Lyman W. Ayer detailed as assistant 
Adjutant, at Hd Qurs Port Arty  Special Order No. 13" 
Maj Church  Private W. H. Compton promoted to 
Corp. to date from Jan 17"/1865 
17 Private James H. Longworth returned from 
detch Service and Private James Furguson detailed 
in Q.M. Department Special Order 
19 Mark Kenney restored to duty 
20 Christopher Anderson returned from Hosp. 
Chatt. Tenn. 
23        Samuel Loudon returned from Hospt. Chatt. 
Tenn. 
24 William S. Wardwell and Laurtiz Olsen artificer 
detailed in Q. M. Department since Jan 14" 65 to report 
to St. Kinkead A. A. Q.M.   Arfy James Blair in Hospt.  
David Jarvis was reported in Remarks, but not changed 
on Report.  Report him for duty Jan 24 " 65 
25   Martin Hosli Descriptive List sent to Jeffersonville, 
Ind. 

Events for 2025 
 Please watch for information on events that 
we may want to consider for the 2025 reenacting 
season.  A list of these potential events will be 
compiled and discussed starting in February with a 
final vote on the 2025 calendar in March. 
 As of the October meeting, there are already 
4-5 possible events for next year.  It looks like more 
events may be on our calendar for the coming 
season! 
 

Dues Are Due! 
 The annual 
membership dues for 2025 
are due in January, so the 
form is attached to the last 
page of this newsletter.  The 
treasurer would appreciate 
your prompt attention to the 
dues as he needs to be sure 
he knows who is a member in good standing.  This is 
especially important as we come to the elections and 
decisions on events and expenditures. 
 Please bring your dues to the January 
meeting or send them to Dary Duden.  His address is 
on the form.  
 Please do fill in the form on the last page to 
update your email, phone, or anything else that may 
have changed.  We want to have accurate info to find 
our members if we need to. 

Next Meeting 
 Of   

January 25th, 2025 
Elks Club, 306 W 4th Street, Red Wing  
Contact Ken Cunningham with questions or agenda items.  
651-388-2945. 



2 

 

Battery Profiles 
Ezra Jewel 

 
 By August of 1864, everyone knew the cost of the Civil War in terms of lives lost, so it might have 
been a comfort to enlist with a friend.  That is what Ezra did.  He and William Gallespie were both living on 
the Wisconsin side of the St. Croix River Valley when they went to Taylorôs Falls, Minnesota, to enlist.  They 
joined the Second Minnesota Battery of Artillery and served together until the end of the war. 
 Ezra was born in Vermont on November 21, 1842.  He began working as a lumber man, so he 
probably followed the wave of eastern lumber men who came to Minnesota and Wisconsin for the timber in 
the 1850ôs.  When Ezra enlisted, he was 21 years old, stood 5ô 6ò tall, had gray eyes, brown hair and a fair 
complexion. 
 The Second Battery spent most of the last year of the war in garrison, so Ezra did not see hard 
fighting in major battles.  He was sent off on detailed duty in the spring of 1865 and returned to the Battery 
on April 5.  When the Battery was mustered out at the end of the war, Ezra went back to St. Croix Falls. 
 On November 11, 1866, Ezra married Henrietta Cooper, and the couple stayed in the area around 
St. Croix Falls.  They had at least one son and one daughter. 
 Ezra was ñin the woods driving a teamò on January 29, 1885, when he fell from the sleigh.  His left 
hand was ñmashedò in the accident and had to be amputated about three inches above the wrist.  Six years 
later when Ezra applied for a pension, the examining doctor noted it his arm was clean with no particular 
sensitiveness or pain.  He added that Ezra had never had an artificial limb. 
 Ezra eventually went into farming from the lumber 
business and it was his last occupation.  He was driving a 
wagon in the early fall of 1907 when the team ran away.  Ezra 
was injured by the time the wild ride was over and he never 
recovered.  In early December, he was moved to St. Maryôs 
Hospital in St. Paul, Minnesota, for treatment.  It was decided 
that surgery might help him, and it was scheduled for the 
morning of December 24, 1907. 
 Henrietta and her daughter, married by this time, went 
to spend Christmas with Ezra and to be with him when the 
surgery was done.  The operation was performed, but Ezra 
died that afternoon from complications of the original injury and 
the strain of surgery. 
 Ezraôs body was brought back to St. Croix Falls and 
laid to rest in the city cemetery, his grave marked with a white 
military marker. 
 His death was not the only tragedy Henrietta would 
face in her last years.  On September 19, 1919, a fire broke out 
in her home and destroyed almost all her household goods, 
including her widowôs pension certificate.  It was Ezraôs 
longtime friend, neighbor and Battery comrade who came 
forward to help Henrietta.  William Gallespie signed the 
affidavits necessary for her to obtain new pension papers to 
claim her widowôs due. 
 
 

How Many Lives Lost? 
(From: Daily Dose of History website) 

     It is impossible to know, of course, precisely how many lives were lost during the 
American Civil War. For many years the historical consensus placed the death toll at 
around 620,000. In recent years scholars have revised that estimate, with 750,000 
now accepted as the best estimate. Even using the lower estimate, deaths during the Civil War exceed the 
total number of deaths in all other American wars combined.  
     While hundreds of thousands of men lost their lives on battlefields, it was disease, not combat, that 
claimed most lives during the war. Three-fifths of the Union dead and two-thirds of the Confederate dead 
lost their lives to infection or disease, with the deadliest killers being diarrhea (which accounted for 20% of 
the deaths by disease), pneumonia, typhoid, and dysentery. Unsanitary conditions were principally to 
blame. 
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 Article submitted by Becky Loader 
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     This is a view of Andersonville and the 
shelters the prisoners built for themselves.  
The National Park Service website is 
adamant that the prisoners there did NOT 
call these shelters ñshebangs.ò  In 1200 
pages of post-war testimony, the word 
shebang is only used four times and very 
rarely appears in the letters and diaries of 
the prisoners writing while living in 
Andersonville.   
      Was there some distinction between 
shelters built in open camps and those in 
a prison yard that has been lost over 
time? 


