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Billy Yank
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“[UINDER THE ENERGETIC and liberal
administration of the War Department,
the wants of the troops have heen regu-
larly supplied, their comfort, health, and
efficiency have heen amply and regularly
provided for.” So wrote Montgomery C.
Meigs in his November 1865 report to Sec-
retary of War Edwin Stanton detailing the
enormous expenditures the government
had made—and which he had overseen as
the Union army’s quartermaster general—
inthe previous four years. Among those
many “wants” was clothing, from outfit-
ting new recruits to supplying veterans in
need of replacementitems. By war's end,
over $292 million alone (more than $5
billion today) had been spent clothing the
approximately 2.1 million men who served
inthe Union army. Shown here are figures
associated with the procurement of some
of the more common uniform pieces
donned hy “Billy Yank.”
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9 SOURCE: UNITED STATES WAR DEPARTMENT, THE WAR OF THE REBELLION: A COMPILATION
OF THE OFFICIAL RECORDS, 129 VOLS. (WASHINGTON, 1880-1901), SERIES Ill, VOL. 5.






